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                                                  COMPLEX VERBS
A verb is a doing wor.it can also be referred to as an action.an action can be complete, progressive or repetitive. A complex verb refers to verbs formed by a modal verb and one or more auxiliary verbs followed by the main verb.
1. Identify the verb complex(s) in perfect progressive aspect: Jason’s group had been discussing the research questions all afternoon before they sent the proposal to their instructor.
a.   had been discussing
b. discussing
c. sent
d. before 
Answer; had been discussing
2. Identify the verb complex(s) in perfect aspect: Joe had been tutoring the kids for two years before he moved to Japan with his wife.
a. had been tutoring
b. tutoring, moved to
c. moved
d. No verbs in perfect aspect
Answer; had been tutoring
3. Identify the verb complex(s) in perfect aspect: After Sam described the plot, David realizes that he has read the play before.
a. has read 
b. described
c. realizes
d. No verbs in perfect aspect
Answer; has read
4. Identify the verb complex (es) and aspect: By this time next month, Mark will have been teaching performing arts for twenty years.
a. will have been teaching (perfect progressive)
b. next month (simple); (been perfect)
c. been teaching (progressive)
d. will (future); teaching (simple)
Answer; will have been teaching (perfect progressive)
5. Identify the verb complex (es) in simple aspect: Considering Danny’s situation, we took over and completed his assignment before it was due.
a. considering, was due
b. was 
c. took over
d. took over, completed, was 
Answer; took over
6. Identify the tense of each tensed verb complex: Emma will be practicing the violin in her bedroom tomorrow.
a. will (future)
b. be practicing (present)  
c. will be practicing (future)
d. practicing (past)
Answer; will (future)
7. Identify the verb complex (es) and aspect: The professor recalls that she will not be on campus next week and has informed her students.
a. will not be (simple), has informed (perfect)
b. recalls (simple); will be (simple); has informed (perfect)
c. recalls (simple); has informed (simple)
d. recalls (progressive); will be (simple); has informed (progressive)
Answer; recalls (simple); will be (simple); has informed (perfect)
8. Identify the tense and aspect of each verb complex: In spite of her friend’s doubts, Emma accomplished her annual report which will impress her boss at tomorrow’s meeting.
a. accomplished (simple past); will impress (simple future)
b. in spite of (past perfect); accomplished (past perfect progressive); impress (simple present)
c. accomplished (past progressive); will impress (past perfect progressive)
d. accomplished (past progressive); will impress (simple future)
Answer; accomplished (simple past); will impress (simple future)
9. Identify the verb complex(s) in perfect progressive aspect: Since I have been preparing for this presentation all week, I am confident that I will succeed.
a. been preparing
b. have been
c. am confident
d. have been preparing 
Answer; have been preparing
10. Identify the verb complex (es) in simple aspect: Jodi’s parents are going to get her the perfect dress she has been talking about the whole week.
a. going, get, talking
b. are going to get
c. has been talking
d. No verbs in simple aspect
Answer; no verb in simple aspect
11. Identify the tense and aspect of each verb complex: The musician was composing a new piece when he realized that his kids were playing outside without his permission.
a. was composing (simple past); realized (simple past); were playing (past progressive)
b. was composing (simple future); realized (past perfect); were playing (simple past)
c. was composing (simple past); realized (simple future); were playing (present progressive)
d. was composing (past progressive); realized (simple past); were playing (past progressive)
Answer; was composing (past progressive); realized (simple past); were playing (past progressive)
12. Identify the verb complex(s) in progressive aspect: Jamie was reading a book when I called.
a. called
b. reading
c. was reading
d. No verbs in progressive aspect
Answer; was reading
13. Identify the verb complex(s) in progressive aspect: Lisa told her teacher that she will be studying over the weekend to catch up with the class.
a. will be studying
b. will be 
c. told
d. No verbs in progressive aspect
Answer; will be studying
14. Identify the tense and aspect of each verb complex: Dr. Cohen has argued that intelligent machines will have replaced humans in the hospitality industry by 2050 because machines handle jobs more efficiently than humans. 
a.  has argued (present perfect); will have replaced (future perfect); handle (simple present)
b. has argued (past perfect); will have replaced (simple future); handle (past perfect)
c. has argued (past progressive); will have replaced (future perfect); handle (simple past)
d. has argued (past perfect progressive); will have replaced (past perfect); handle (simple present)
Answer; has argued (present perfect; will have replaced (future perfect); handle (simple present)
15. Identify the verb complex(es) in simple aspect: Gary was celebrating his birthday when Ted dropped by unexpectedly.
a. dropped by
b. was; dropped by
c. celebrating
d. No verbs in simple aspect
Answer; was, dropped by
16. Identify the verb complex(s) in perfect aspect: Professor Bailey published an article last month, which has raised new questions about information technology.
a. published
b. raised 
c. has raised
d. No verbs in perfect aspect
[bookmark: _GoBack]Answer; has raised
17. Identify the tense of each tensed verb complex: The student has submitted her project proposal for review.
a. submitted (past)
b. has (present)
c. proposal (present)
d. has submitted (present)
Answer; submitted (past)
18. Identify the verb complex(s) in progressive aspect: Toni had watched all the movies on the syllabus before the professor assigned them to the students.
a. had watched
b. on the syllabus, before 
c. assigned
d. No verbs in progressive aspect 
Answer; no verb in progressive aspect
19. Identify the verb complex (es) and aspect: May noticed that her neighbor has been singing the same song for two hours.
a. noticed (perfect)
b. has been singing (progressive)
c. noticed (simple); has been singing (perfect progressive)
d. noticed (simple), singing (simple)
Answer; noticed (simple); has been singing (perfect progressive)
20. Identify the verb complex(s) in perfect progressive aspect: Many residents living in the tower block have been filing complaints against the terrible facilities, but the landlord has ignored them.
a. been filling, has ignored 
b. have been filling
c. complaints
d. has ignored
Answer; have been filling
To sum up there are different aspects in complex verbs; they include, one perfect progressive aspect which shows the continuation of uncompleted task. Second is the perfect aspect which describes events happening in the past but linked to later time, usually the present. They are formed by has, had and have followed by a past participle. Lastly is the simple aspect which is a verb that expresses facts.in simple aspect it is never clear if the action is a habitual action or complete action.
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